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26 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Bill,  
 
Your predecessor as convenor wrote to me on 25 February, in relation to the potential 
consolidation of Regulations relating to the Council Tax Reduction Scheme (the Council Tax 
Reduction (Scotland) Regulations 2012 and the Council Tax Reduction (State Pension Credit) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2012). 
 
While the Scottish Government  accepts that there have been numerous amendments to both 
these sets of Regulations those who need to understand, apply, and interpret the Regulations 
are very familiar with their provisions.  The Scottish Government has not received any 
representations from these key stakeholders pressing for the instruments to be consolidated.  
Often the changes to the Regulations are to uprate figures used in calculations; the number of 
amending instruments masks that changes are often repetitive and limited.  Stakeholders are 
familiar with such changes, and produce and use resources that reflect the changes that are 
relevant to their needs.     
 
It therefore continues to be the case that the Scottish Government sees no need for a formal 
consolidation exercise to be carried out.  Furthermore it is worth noting that any consolidated 
versions of these instruments would need amendment before long as part of routine 
maintenance of the scheme (e.g. to increase various allowances in line with inflation). 
 
However, in light of the Committee’s views on this issue the Scottish Government last year 
produced ‘Keeling’ versions of both sets of the 2012 Regulations, available online at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2019/29/resources.  These show the source and effect of 
changes made to the original text.  That assists users of the Regulations to track their history 
and to identify where there have been amendments.  The Scottish Government will consider 
producing further versions periodically. 
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Later this year the Scottish Government will lay regulations revising the working-age CTR 
scheme, in light of the UK Government’s plan to move onto Universal Credit (UC) those who 
currently receive the benefits and tax credits that UC replaces.  In taking forward those 
revisions the Scottish Government will bear in mind the Committee’s wish to see the 
working-age Regulations consolidated. 
 
 
 
                         Your sincerely,  
 
 
 

                                                     
 

Graeme Dey 
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